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University Committee Descr iptions 
Graduate & Professional Student Representation 

 
Each year the Graduate and Professional Student Assembly appoints graduate and 
professional student representatives to a variety of GAPSA and University-wide 
committees, councils, and advisory boards. Here is a list of all graduate and professional 
student seats grouped by eligibility: 
 
Open to Elected Members of the General Assembly 
Please direct inquiries to the Vice Chair for Operations. 
 
University Council: The University Council of the University of Pennsylvania is a 
deliberative and broadly representative forum which exists to consider the activities of 
the University in all its phases, with particular attention to the educational objectives of 
the University and those matters that affect the common interests of faculty, staff and 
students. It may recommend general policies and otherwise advise the president, the 
provost, and other officers of the University. It is authorized to initiate policy proposals 
as well as to express its judgment on those submitted to it by the administrative officers 
of the University and its various academic divisions. It is also empowered to request 
information through appropriate channels from any member of the University 
administration. There are 12 seats. 
 
GAPSA Professional Student Council: All School Representatives who are professional 
students are also members of this Council. The Council oversees the work of the Vice 
Chair for Professional Students and handles all academic and advocacy issues specific to 
professional (all degrees other than Ph.D., M.A. and M.S) students. For more 
information, see ARTICLE IV of the GAPSA Constitution or e-mail the Vice Chair for 
Professional Students.  
 
GAPSA Research Student Council: All School Representatives who are research students 
are also members of this Council. The Council oversees the work of the Vice Chair for 
Research Students and handles all academic and advocacy issues specific to research 
(Ph.D., M.A. and M.S.) students. For more information, see ARTICLE IV of the GAPSA 
Constitution or e-mail the Vice Chair for Research Students.  
 
GAPSA Communications Committee: This Committee is responsible for marketing and 
public relations for the Assembly. For more information, see ARTICLE III of the 
GAPSA Constitution, or e-mail the Vice Chair for Communications.  
 
GAPSA Finance Committee: This Committee is responsible for managing the financial 
affairs of the General Assembly, including the oversight of Event Funding Requests and 
Affinity Group (GISAC) funding. For more information, see ARTICLE III of the 
GAPSA Constitution or e-mail the Vice Chair for Finance.  
 
GAPSA Committee on Social Activities: This Committee is responsible for the 
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coordination of social programs. For more information, see ARTICLE III of the GAPSA 
Constitution or e-mail the Vice Chair for Social Affairs.  
 
GAPSA Committee on Student Life: This Committee is responsible for all issues of non-
academic policy, including housing, healthcare, safety and transit, related to graduate and 
professional students in their life at the University. For more information, see ARTICLE 
III of the GAPSA Constitution or e-mail the Vice Chair for Student Life.  
 
GAPSA Committee on Student Programs: This Committee is responsible for 
coordinating cultural, athletic, and community service events. For more information, see 
ARTICLE III of the GAPSA Constitution or e-mail the Vice Chair for Student 
Programs.  
 
Open to all Graduate and Professional Students 
Applications accepted in July and August for appointment during the academic year. 
 
GAPSA International Student Council: This Council serves as a formal mechanism of 
input for international graduate and professional students to provide input to the GAPSA 
Executive Board and General Assembly. For more information, see ARTICLE III of the 
GAPSA Constitution or e-mail the Vice Chair for International Affairs. There are 15 
seats. 
 
GAPSA Pluralism Council: The formation of this Council is at the discretion of the Vice 
Chair for Equity and Access. The Committee is composed of representatives from 
University-wide Affinity Groups composed of graduate and professional students. The 
Committee serves as a formal mechanism of input for the aforementioned groups to 
provide input to the Executive Board and General Assembly. For more information, see 
ARTICLE III of the GAPSA Constitution, or e-mail the Vice Chair for Equity & 
Access. There are 15 seats. 
 
GAPSA GradFest Committee: This Committee is tasked with the development, planning, 
and execution of GradFest. This includes fundraising and soliciting major sponsorships, 
promotions, publicity, event planning and finally program evaluation. For more 
information, e-mail the Vice Chair. There are 10 seats. 
 
GAPSA Leadership Retreat Planning Committee: This Committee is tasked with the 
development, planning, and execution of the GAPSA Leadership Retreat. For more 
information, e-mail the Vice Chair. There are 6 seats. 
 
Graduate Student Center (GSC) Advisory Board: The Graduate Student Center staff and 
student fellows rely on this Advisory Board to help shape the Center’s programming and 
policies. Advisory Board members come together during informal meetings to advise 
Grad Center staff and student fellows on a variety of policy issues such as use of the 
building, facility improvements, new services, etc. In addition, Advisory Board members 
recommend programs to organize, evaluate programs that have occurred, and suggest 
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effective ways to promote our programs. There are 18 seats. 
 
University Council Committee on Academic & Related Affairs: This Committee has 
cognizance over matters of recruitment, admissions, and financial aid that concern the 
University as a whole and that are not the specific responsibility of individual faculties, 
including the authority to carry out studies on existing recruitment and admissions 
procedures and their relationships with existing policies on admissions and financial aid 
and to recommend changes in policy to the Council. The Committee considers the 
purposes of a University bookstore and advises the Council and the management of the 
University bookstore on policies, development, and operations. The Committee reviews 
and monitor issues related to the international programs and other international activities 
of the University, including advice and policy recommendations in such areas as services 
for international students and scholars, foreign fellowships and studies abroad, faculty, 
staff and student exchange programs, and cooperative undertakings with foreign 
universities. The Committee advises the Vice Provost and Director of Libraries on the 
policies, development, and operation of the University libraries. The Committee has 
cognizance over recreation and intramural and intercollegiate athletics and their 
integration with the educational program of the University, including the planning and 
provision of adequate facilities for various sports and recreational activities. The 
Committee has cognizance of all matters of policy relating to research and the general 
environment for research at the University, including the assignment and distribution of 
indirect costs and the assignment of those research funds distributed by the University, 
and advises the administration on those proposals for sponsored research referred to it 
because of potential conflict with University policy. There are 2 seats. 
  
University Council Committee on Campus & Community Life: This Committee has 
cognizance over the University’s communications and public relations activities in their 
various formats and media including electronic, audio, video and printed copy, and it 
monitors the University’s internal communications, the operations of the University 
Communications Office, communications to alumni, and the interpretation of the 
University to its many constituencies. The Committee advises the Council on the 
relationship of the University to the surrounding community and the relevant University 
policies, work to ensure that the University develops and maintains a constructive 
relationship with the community, and monitor pending real estate activities of concern to 
the community. The Committee has cognizance of the conditions and rules of 
undergraduate and graduate student life on campus, including gathering and analyzing 
information concerning student life and student affairs and making recommendations to 
the Council, and responding as appropriate to requests from and reporting information 
and recommendations concerning student life and student affairs to the Vice Provost for 
University Life and other appropriate administrative officers. The Committee advises the 
President, the Vice President for the Department of Public Safety, and the administrators 
or directors of specific buildings, offices, or projects on all matters concerning safety and 
security in the conduct of their operations, including consideration and assessment of 
means to improve safety and security on the campus. There are 2 seats. 
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University Council Committee on Diversity & Equity: This Committee on aids the 
University in fostering and taking full advantage of its diversity as well as in 
strengthening ties across all boundaries to enrich and enliven the campus community. 
The Committee advises the President, Provost, and the Executive Vice President on ways 
to develop and maintain a supportive atmosphere on campus for the inclusion and 
appreciation of diversity among all members of the University community. The 
Committee reviews and provides advice regarding the University’s equal opportunity and 
affirmative action programs and policies. The areas in which the Committee reports to the 
Council include diversity within the educational and work settings, integration of staff 
and faculty into the larger campus community, and ways to foster a campus environment 
that is inclusive and supportive of difference. The Committee also advises the 
administration on specific diversity issues that may arise on campus. There are 2 seats. 
 
University Council Committee on Facilities: This Committee is responsible for keeping 
under review the planning and operation by the University of its physical plant and all 
services associated therewith, including transportation and parking. There are 2 seats. 
 
University Council Independent Committee on Open Expression: This Committee is 
tasked with monitoring communication processes to prevent conflicts that might emerge 
from failure of communication, recommending policies and procedures for improvement 
of all levels of communication, investigating alleged infringements of the right of open 
expression of any member or members of the University community, advising 
administrative officers where appropriate, and participating in evaluation and resolution 
of conflicts that may arise from incidents or disturbances on campus. There are 3 seats. 
 
University Council Independent Committee on Honorary Degrees: This Committee 
solicits nominations from faculty, staff and students for honorary degrees to be awarded 
by the University at Commencement and at special convocations and submits a slate of 
nominees for action by the University Trustees. It may also make recommendations to the 
administration regarding Commencement speakers and the conduct of special 
convocations. There are 2 seats. 
 
Committee on Manufacturing Responsibility (Office of the President): This Committee 
was established in 2007 and is tasked with the monitoring and oversight of the 
implementation of the University’s Code of Conduct for Penn Apparel Licensees. For 
more information see the Code of Workplace Conduct for Penn Apparel Licensees.  
There are 2 seats. 
 
Environmental Sustainability Advisory Committee (Office of the President): In 2007 
President Amy Gutmann charged Penn to write a strategic plan that would outline the 
University’s strategy for achieving climate neutrality. To carry out this mission the 
Environmental Sustainability Advisory Committee (ESAC) was formed. ESAC is a cross 
campus collaboration that includes a select group of faculty, staff, and students from 
across the University to advise the President on environmental sustainability issues. The 
Advisory Committee has been divided into sub-committees including Academics, Energy 
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& Utilities, Waste & Recycling, Transportation, Built Environment, and 
Communications.  There are 2 seats. 
 
Investment & Social Responsibility Advisory Committee (Office of the Secretary): This 
Advisory Committee examines Penn’s endowment to ensure our holdings are consistent 
with our values as an institution and the best interests of everyone the University is 
accountable to. It investigates and designs the shareholder engagement policies and 
practices by which the University upholds its fiduciary duty and uses its shareholder 
power to improve the social and environmental impact of the firms that the University 
invests in. The bulk of the Advisory Committee’s work falls within the spring semester, 
and the commitment required of the student representative is large: up to 10 hours a 
week. Please only apply if you are able to devote this much time to the committee.  There 
are 2 seats. 
 
Lindback & Provost’s Teaching Awards Nominations Committee (Office of the Provost): 
This committee solicits nominations form the University community for candidates for 
the Lindback and Provost’s Awards for distinguished teaching. Every year these awards 
are presented to faculty members who enhance Penn student’ education through their 
charismatic and creative teaching methods. The committee reviews the candidates and 
submits recommendations to the Provost for final consideration. There are 2 seats. 
 
Committee on the Advancement of Women Faculty (Trustees’ Council of Penn Women): 
The Trustees’ Council of Penn Women is a national network of Penn alumnae. These 
leaders, by power of their example, support, foster and promote the advancement of 
women’s issues within the University, thus enriching the University community as a 
whole. The Council Committees meet once a semester, though during the course of the 
year the graduate and professional student liaisons may be contacted for input on issues 
as they arise. There is 1 seat. 
 
Committee on Student Life (Trustee’s Council of Penn Women): The Trustees’ Council 
of Penn Women is a national network of Penn alumnae. These leaders, by power of their 
example, support, foster and promote the advancement of women’s issues within the 
University, thus enriching the University community as a whole. The Council 
Committees meet once a semester, though during the course of the year the graduate and 
professional student liaisons may be contacted for input on issues as they arise. There is 1 
seat. 
 
Disciplinary Hearing Board (Office of Student Conduct): Disciplinary Hearing Boards 
are convened as needed. If you are interested in being considered as a GAPSA 
representative on a Hearing Board, e-mail the GAPSA Chair directly.  
 
International Student Advisory Board (ISAB) (Office of International Programs): The 
purpose of the International Student Advisory Board is to provide feedback to the Office 
of International Student Scholars Services (ISSS) concerning outreach, website, services 
and general effectiveness of ISSS programs. All seats are appointed by the Director of 
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ISSS. Please note that the ISAB is distinct from the GAPSA “International Student 
Council” though the two groups do overlap.  
 
Privacy Liaison (Office of Audit, Compliance & Privacy): Each year GAPSA appoints a 
Privacy Liaison for graduate and professional students. This person serves as GAPSA’s 
liaison to the Office of Audit, Compliance & Privacy and is an advocate for students with 
privacy concerns as those issues arise. There is 1 seat. 
 
Housing & Conference Services Advisory Board (Business Services): The primary 
purpose of this Advisory Committee is to provide feedback on housing options, both on 
and off campus, available to graduate and professional students. The work of this 
Advisory Committee is critical to quantifying and addressing students concerns with 
housing issues, including quality and affordability. Please note that this Advisory Board 
is distinct from the undergraduate "Residential Advisory Board" which advises "College 
Houses and Academic Services." There are 6 seats. 
 
Penn Transit Services Advisory Board (Business Services): The purpose of this Advisory 
Board is to provide feedback on services and programs provided for graduate and 
professional students by the Department of Transportation and Parking. There are 2 
seats. 
 
Division of Public Safety (DPS) Advisory Board: The purpose of this Advisory Board is 
to provide feedback on services and programs provided for graduate and professional 
students by the Division of Public Safety (DPS), including the Penn Police, Fire & 
Emergency Services, Security & Technical Services and Special Services. There is 1 
seat. 
 
Alcohol, Other Drug & Violence Prevention Task Force (Vice Provost for University 
Life): This task force advises senior administrators on alcohol issues pertaining to 
policies, education, and services. There are 2 seats. 
 
Student Health Advisory Board (SHAB) (Vice Provost for University Life): This 
Advisory Board is tasked with assessing student and campus health needs and how 
Student Health Services (SHS) can meet those needs. It also will assess the clinical and 
operational systems and processes of SHS and serve as a liaison between SHS and 
students. There are 7 seats. 
 
Student Health Insurance Advisory Committee (SHIAC) (Vice Provost for University 
Life): This Advisory Committee advises the Provost and the President on matters 
pertaining to the provision of health insurance for the students of the University and 
serves as a forum for discussing issues relevant to the provision of the best possible 
health insurance plan(s) to meet the needs of the students and the University. SHIAC 
reviews the University’s Student Health Insurance Plan and advises on the complex 
issues and concerns related to the administration of the Plan. There are 11 seats. 
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Department of Recreation Advisory Board: This Advisory Board is tasked with assessing 
student and campus recreational needs and how the Department of Recreation can meet 
those needs. The Advisory Board serves as a liaison between The Department of 
Recreation and students. There are 2 seats. 
 
WXPN Radio Policy Board: This Board oversees the University of Pennsylvania’s public 
WXPN 88.5FM Radio Station. There is 1 seat 
 
PennInTouch Refresh Student Advisory Board (Student Financial Services): This ad hoc 
Advisory Board will only meet during the 2008-2009 academic year, and will be tasked 
with making recommendations for and reviewing plans to update the PennInTouch online 
application. There are 3 seats. 
 
Open to Elected Members of the Executive Board 
Please direct inquiries to the Vice Chair. 
 
Trustees Committee on Academic Policy: Within the purview of this committee are 
matters of general policy relating to the faculty, including academic appointment, tenure, 
academic freedom, and faculty classification. The academic planning processes and 
procedures of the University shall be subject to review by this committee. Similarly, 
organization, including the addition or deleting of degrees and the establishment of 
schools shall be submitted to this committee for review. Policy guidance on the 
University library and on guidelines for research and admissions are also the 
responsibility of the committee. Finally, the Committee on Academic Policy acts for the 
Trustees in the coordination and review of the board of overseers and other advisory 
boards. There is 1 seat. 
 
Trustees Committee on Budget & Finance: This committee is concerned with University 
finances. It reviews and approves the operating and capital budgets and budgetary 
procedures of the University and shall monitor budget compliance. The Trustees delegate 
to the committee the authority for approval of the disposition or acquisition of real 
property involving less than $500,000, provided such action is consistent with the 
University’s capital budget. The committee is responsible for University policies and 
program review in matters of insurance/risk management and for review of the monetary 
impact of human resource policies.  There is 1 seat. 
 
Trustees Committee on External Affairs: This committee is concerned with the public 
and governmental relations of the University. Public relations includes the interpretation 
of the University through communications with its many constituencies, both internal and 
external, at local, regional, national, and international levels. Government relations 
include relations with legislators and executive branches at the local, state and federal 
levels.  There is 1 seat. 
 
Trustees Committee on Facilities & Campus Planning: This committee considers all 
aspects of facilities and campus planning, including real estate development, capital 
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projects, and maintenance of buildings and ground. The committee specifically monitors 
physical planning for the campus and surrounding area, including buildings and grounds 
controlled, owned, or used by the University, and the acquisition or sale of real estate. All 
capital construction projects and the acquisition or sale of real estate will be reviewed by 
this committee for its recommendations prior to action by the Budget and Finance 
Committee.  There is 1 seat. 
 
Trustees Committee on Neighborhood Initiatives: This Committee helps to steer the 
University’s institutional commitment to the West Philadelphia community. By 
examining the effectiveness and desirability of commitments like the Penn Assisted 
Public School, the Penn Enhanced Mortgage Program, and the student community 
service initiatives, the committee engages the University’s urban resources to build 
mutually beneficial relationships with the community. A major focus of the committee 
over the last several years has been the formation of an Urban Institute at Penn and 
efforts to make Penn a focal point for urban research and policy. There is 1 seat. 
 
Trustees Committee on Student Life: The Committee on Student Life is concerned with 
policy and planning for support services affecting both graduate and undergraduate 
students. Specifically, but without limitation, its area of responsibility includes on!  and 
off! campus housing conditions, dining accommodations, fraternities, student health care, 
student! run campus news media, other university! sponsored or recognized 
extracurricular student activities, security, financial aid, career planning and placement, 
student/trustee and student/alumni relations, student government, and student judicial and 
disciplinary systems. There is 1 seat. 
 
University Council: The University Council of the University of Pennsylvania is a 
deliberative and broadly representative forum which exists to consider the activities of 
the University in all its phases, with particular attention to the educational objectives of 
the University and those matters that affect the common interests of faculty, staff and 
students. It may recommend general policies and otherwise advise the president, the 
provost, and other officers of the University. It is authorized to initiate policy proposals 
as well as to express its judgment on those submitted to it by the administrative officers 
of the University and its various academic divisions. It is also empowered to request 
information through appropriate channels from any member of the University 
administration. There are 3 seats. 
 
University Council Steering Committee: The Steering Committee prepares the agenda for 
Council meetings and may give its advice concerning resolutions that committees elect to 
place on the agenda. Steering publishes an annual report to the University Community 
that includes a review of the previous year’s Council deliberations, highlighting both 
significant discussions and formal votes taken on matters of substance, and a survey of 
major issues to be taken up during the coming year. For more information, click here. 
There are 2 seats. 
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University Council Committee on Committees: The Committee on Committees, on 
behalf of the Steering Committee, will monitor all Council standing and ad hoc 
committees to assess their continuing usefulness. It will familiarize itself with the work 
and performance of committees and present recommendations to the Steering Committee 
for such changes in the structure, charges and number of members as it thinks 
appropriate.  There is 1 seat. 
 
Academic Planning & Budget Committee (Office of the Provost): This Committee meets 
every other week throughout the academic year to provide advice on academic policies 
and procedures, interdisciplinary and cross-school efforts, strategic planning issues, 
research support and regulations, budgetary issues, and such matters as faculty and 
minority gender equity, early retirement, and personnel benefits. The Committee also 
advises the Provost on school and center external review recommendations and proposed 
new academic degrees and new research institutes.  There are 2 seats. 
 
The Graduate Council of the Faculties (Office of the Provost): This Council of the 
Faculties is an advisory body to the Provost and the Associate Provost for Education. The 
Council’s members are elected by the School faculties according to their by-laws. In 
addition, three Ph.D. candidates serve on the council, selected by the Associate Provost 
on the recommendation of the Graduate and Professional Student Assembly. The Council 
assists in the evaluation of graduate programs by participating in or conducing periodic 
reviews; advises on policy matters related to the well-being of graduate education; 
advises concerning University-wide admissions and degree requirements for the Ph.D., 
A.M., and M.S. degrees; and certifies for the Trustees the candidates for the award of 
those degrees. For more information, e-mail the Vice Chair for Research Students. There 
are 3 seats. 
 
Speaker Advisory Group (SAG) (Office of the Secretary): This small group of 
undergraduate, graduate and professional student leaders is tasked with advising the 
administration on potential prominent speakers which the University may invite to 
campus.  There are 2 seats. 
 
Student Space Committee (Vice Provost for University Life): This committee is 
comprised of undergraduate, graduate and professional student leaders and is tasked with 
advising the administration on potential use of campus space for activities involving 
student life.  There is 1 seat. 


