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GAPSA-Provost Fellowship for Interdisciplinary Innovation: Application FAQs 

When is the application due? 

The application is due on February 28th, 2015 at 11:59pm. All parts of the application (including letter 

of recommendation) are due. Late or incomplete applications will not be reviewed. Applicants are 

responsible for the timely submission of all documents, including the recommendation letter, and we 

encourage applicants to check that their submission is complete before the deadline. 

How should I submit my application? 

All parts of the application should be emailed to gapsa.provost.fellow@gmail.com. Letters of 

recommendation should be sent to the same email address. 

I am graduating this summer. Can I still apply for the fellowship? 

Unfortunately, you do not qualify for this fellowship if you are graduating this summer. Only students 

who are continuing their education at the University of Pennsylvania in the Fall 2015 semester are 

eligible to apply. 

When will I know the final decision regarding my application? 

The review process should be completed by mid-April. All applications will be informed via email of 

the review board’s decision regarding their application. 

How can I check on the receipt and status of my application? 

Please contact the GAPSA-Provost Fellowship for Interdisciplinary Innovation committee at 

gapsa.provost.fellow@gmail.com with all inquiries. 

Are the references included in the total page count? 

No, the reference section’s content is not included in the total page count. 

How many letters of reference do I need? 

You will need one letter of reference from the mentoring faculty member at the University of 

Pennsylvania who is willing to monitor the progress of the proposed project over the period of the 

fellowship. 

What does a biographical sketch entail? 
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Each project leader’s biographical sketch should include (1) educational training (i.e. institution, year, 

degree, field), (2) list of positions and honors, (3) published works, and (4) research support awards. 

Project leaders may submit a curriculum vitae or resume that includes these four components. 

Who will be reviewing my application material? 

Applications will be reviewed by graduate students and faculty at the University of Pennsylvania. 

Will the review process be anonymous? 

The review process will NOT be anonymous. Reviewers will have access to the letters of 

recommendation and the biographical sketches that are submitted with each application. All 

reviewers are expected to conduct a professional review and to keep application information 

confidential. Reviewers will have a chance to decline an assigned application if there is a conflict of 

interest, or if the reviewer feels they cannot be objective with the application. 

Will I receive feedback on my application? 

Reviewers are requested to provide constructive feedback to the applicants including a description of 

strengths and weakness of the application. Each applicant will receive this information when 

decisions are announced. 

How many fellowships are awarded? 

A total of 6 applications will be awarded for the summer fellowship. 

Is this a highly competitive fellowship? 

Yes, the fellowship is highly competitive. The call for applications is open to all graduate students 

(research and professional) at the University of Pennsylvania. The number of applications we receive 

continues to increase each year. 

Are the post-award requirements mandatory? 

Yes, the monthly updates, research report, end product, academic poster, and attendance at the 

poster session/reception are mandatory conditions of the GAPSA-Provost Fellowship. During the 

fellowship term, please refer to the official guidelines and the award email for specific details 

regarding submission of these post-award requirements. 

Why do I need to have the signatures of the mentoring faculty member(s) and business 

administrator(s) on the cover page? 

Having signatures on the cover sheet indicates that this research proposal has been discussed with 

mentoring faculty member(s) and business administrator(s). We want to ensure that in the event you 

are awarded a summer fellowship, that the funding you receive does not conflict with any other type 

of financial support. 

Is there a preferred formatting that I need to use in this application? 
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The application should be 1” margins, and 12 point Times New Roman font. You may choose single 

or double spaced, so long as the document abides by the 12 page length guideline. 

Do the references in my application have to be in any specific style? 

We do not have a preference for the reference style that you use in your application. We recommend 

that you use the style that is most commonly used in your discipline. 

 

 

  


