
AGENDA FOR GA MEETING  

Wednesday, December 12th, 2018  

Irvine Auditorium 6:00-8:00 pm  

Amado Recital Hall 

I. Food is served (5:45-6:00pm): Papermill Catering 

II. Council meetings (6:00-7:00pm), Professional Amado Recital Hall, IDEAL Irvine 
G-7, Research Irvine G-16) 

III. GA meeting (7:00-8pm) 

A. Approve minutes (7:00 pm) 
B. Elaine Varas, Senior University Director of Student Financial Aid (7:01-7:15 pm) 

Elaine varas SFS presentation, they have counselors (4 total) that are for graduate 
students, they also have grad student specific workshops for budgeting, loans, etc 
50% of students are graduate students, 
Has been doing lobbying on behalf of upenn in DC, Higher Ed Aim act, expecting to see 
bipartisan bills that are pertinent to grad education. She will come back after the 1st to talk 
to us about how the bills impact us, and also to take students down to DC to we can talk 
to legislators. Important to articulate everything students do for state and country 
(January she will visit us again) 
Programs about understanding debt and how to get more information to students about 
repayment (SFS wants to give you as much informations possible).  
Wants to create a subcommittee for GAPSA to interface with SFS 
GA members: asked questions about website interface issues and also response time for 
the counselors 
GA members interested in loan repayment, how handle general finances 



Student financial services advisory board. Direct them to the board. Creating a financial 
literacy component to help students with their finances more generally. Financial aid and 
registrar are connected, but students don’t understand the organizational structure and 
how that affects graduate students 
 

C. Andrew Chang: GAP fund feedback (7:15 - 7:25 pm) 
Want to change the name 
Want to give schools GAP fund proxies as an option depending on what’s best for their 
school 

D. Finance update (7:25 - 7:30 pm) 
E. Resolutions (7:30 - 7:35 pm) 
F. Activity (7:35-7:45) 
G. Committee Success Stories (7:45-7:55 pm) Adrian Rivera-Reyes, Ph.D. CAMB 

External affairs success story, 
Lobbied congress (went to DC) NAGPS, talked about the tuition waiver that was in the 
tax plan, Brenda testified as well 
Announced his candidacy for city council 
 

H. Presidential Update: GA member of the Week (7:55-8:00 pm) 


